Health  Area  Office, 
LAUNCESTON. 


Dec ember  19550 


I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  on  the  health  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  tne  Rural 
District  for  the  year  1954® 

The  death  rate  remains  low, and  for  the  first  year  since  1948 
no  stillbirths  and  no  infant  deaths  are  recorded®  Tables  are  again 
included  showing  the  trend  of  the  vital  statistics  since  1948,  the  first 
year  for  which  accurate  records  are  available® 

The  incidence  of  infectious  disease  was  low  and,  for  the  first 
year  since  1949,  no  cases  of  poliomyelitis  were  notified*  Once  again 
there  were  no  notifications  of  diphtheria* 

Full  details  of  the  sanitary  circumstances  are  given  in 
Section  nC”  of  the  report*  The  steady  progress  with  regard  to  water 
supplies  and  sewerage  has  been  maintained® 

Housing  progress  continued  satisfactorily  during  the  year* 

The  Council  has  reason  to  be  proud  of  its  record  in  this  respect,  not 
only  from  the  point  of  view  of  numbers  and  quality,  but  also  from  that 
of  the  very  pleasing  and  attractive  appearance  of  the  houses,  a  factor 
unfortunately  too  often  overlooked  in  Council  house  design. 

Slum  clearance  again  became  part  of  the  housing  scheme  of 
things  during  the  year,  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954 
requiring  Councils  to  submit  proposals  for  this  purpose* 

Food  rationing  came  to  an  end  during  the  year*  With  this  came 
decontrol  of  meat  and  the  return  of  slaughtering  to  private  hands*  In 
anticipation  of  this,  the  Council  adopted  a  minimum  standard  for  the 
construction  of  slaughterhouses,  which  has  been  satisfied  by  the  two 
slaughterhouses  which  have  re-opened*  The  re-opening  of  slaughterhouses 
has  restored  the  work  of  meat  inspection  to  a  place  among  the  duties  of 
the  Council *s  Sanitary  Inspector*  It  has  been  possible  for  this  work 
to  be  carried  out  satisfactorily  during  the  year,  although  difficulty 
has  sometimes  been  experienced  in  the  winter  months,  as  electricity  is 
not  available  for  the  artificial  lighting  of  the  slaughterhouses®  The 
difficulty  of  ensuring  adequate  meat  inspection  without  additional  staff 
is  one  which  the  Council  must  bear  in  mind,  should  any  question  of  the 
provision  of  additional  slaughtering  facilities  in  the  District  arise* 

I  should  like  bo  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my 
gratitude  for  the  cc- operation  I  have  received  from  the  General  Medical 
Practitioners  in  the  District*  I  wish  to  thank  Mr®  Yeo  for  the 
valuable  assistance  ho  has  given  me  not  only  in  the  preparation  of  this 
report,  but  also  in  all  aspects  of  our  work® 

In  conclusion  I  would  like  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the 
help  and  encouragement  I  have  received  from  the  Council  during  the  year® 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

WILLIAM  PATERSON 

Medical  Officer  of  Health® 
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To;  The  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the 
Rural  District  of  Stratton* 


Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs*  Alford  and  Gentlemen, 


ST  HAT  TO-  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


w. 

H. 

AXP^ORD  (Chairman) 

MRS 

..  K.  M.  ALFCRD 

E. 

E. 

CORY  (Vice-Chairman) 

J. 

CORY 

J. 

H. 

GO  APIAN 

W* 

T.  AXFORD 

W. 

H. 

LITTLEJOHNS 

R. 

METHERELL 

E. 

J. 

MOORE 

F0 

J.  TREWIN 

W. 

S . 

BRAY 

J. 

C.  BINES 

S. 

P. 

GRYLLS 

rn 

-L  • 

C.  HONEY 

A. 

F* 

BEADLE 

J. 

JAMES 

J. 

MARKS 

J. 

B.  GRILLS 

W. 

E. 

SMEETH 

w. 

S.  LUCAS 

R. 

J. 

BURDEN 

E. 

J.  SMEETH 

F. 

WARD 

F* 

T.  COLWILL 

G. 

FISHLEIGH 

s. 

M.  GUBBIN 

J. 

TOMS 

« 

W. 

J.  PET HICK 

Public  Healt h  Off i c ers  of  the  Local  Author >ity ; 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

W,H.P.  MINTO,  M.B.,Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

(Resigned  24*4*54) 

W.  PATERSON,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D*Pt.H« 

(Appointed  12*3.54, 

Assumed  duty  14.6*54) 

Also  holds  appointments  of:- 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  :  Bude-Stratt on  Urban  District  Council 

Launceston  Rural  District  Council 
Launceston  Borough  Council 
Camelford  Rural  District  Council 


Assistant  County  Medical 
School  Medical  Officer, 


Officer,  Area  6,  Cornwall  County  Council 
Cornwall  County  Council. 
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SECTION  A 
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l Hr  0?  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (in  acres) 

Population 

No.  of  separate  dwellings  occupied 
Rateable  Value  1953 
Product  of  Id.  rate 


56  <,285 
5,630 
1,692 
£28, C55 
£110.  3 .  6d0 


Live  Births  8» 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Stillbirths 

Deaths  (All  causes  ) 


T  otal 

Male 

Female 

Rate  per  1000 
estimated 
population. 

85 

1 

50 

1 

35 

15.27 

- 

- 

- 

- 

51 

28 

23 

9.58 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  and  Post 
abortive  Sepsis 

Other  Puerperal  causes  NIL 


Infant  Mortality 

(Deaths  under  1  year  per 

1000  live  births ;  )  .  -NIL 


Male  Female  Total 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  25  7 

Measles (all  ages)  - 

Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  - 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  - 


BL  W  ■* 


. 


. 


Natural  and  Social  Conditions 


Area  (in  acres)  56,285*  The  Rural  District  of  Stratton  is  mainly 
agricultural  in  character  and  the  tourist  industry  in  the  coastal 
area  forms  an  important  pa't  of  the  community  life* 

Population  The  Registrar  General  has  estimated  the  population  for 
the  mid** year  to  he  5,630,  the  same  total  as  in  1953.  The  "Natural 
increase"  in  the  population  is  an  excess  of  births  over  deaths.  In 
1954  there  were  51  deaths  and  86  births,  35  more  births  than  deaths e 

Vital  Statistics .  It  is  important  uhat  too  much  weight  should  not  be 
autacned  to  small  variations  in  these  rates  from  one  year  to  the  other 
particularly  where  relatively  small  populations  are  involved  -  attenti 
should  rather  be  paid  to  the  trend  of  those  rates  over  a  period  of  years*. 

Deaths  *  The  total  number  of  deaths  assigned  to  the  District  for  the 
year  was  51®  The  crude  death  rate  based  on  the  mid-year  population 
was  9 a 58,  the  same  rate  as  In  1953.  The  following  table  has  been 
compiled  for  comparison  with  previous  years 


Year 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Recorded  Rate 

1948 

71 

33 

38 

13  .95 

1949 

67 

34 

33 

12.58 

1950 

63 

31 

32 

11.29 

1951 

92 

54 

38 

16.32 

1952 

30 

29 

31 

10.72 

1953 

51 

26 

25 

9  ©58 

19  54 

51 

28 

23 

9 .58 

In 

order  to 

c  ornpare 

the  mortality 

in  the  District  with 

mentality  for  England  and  'Tales,  it  Is  necessary  to  make 'a  correction 
to  allow  for  the  difference  in  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  two 
populations®  This  is  done  by  applying  to  the  crude  death  rate  of 

the  District  an  "Area  Comparability  Factor"  which  has  been  estimated 
by  the  Registrar  General  as  0*99  for  this  District, 

The  Standardised  Death  Rate,  therefore,  is  9,48  which  may 
be  compared  with  that  of  11,3  for  England  and  Wales e 

Births o  The  number  of  live  births  assigned  to  this  District  was  86 
compared  with  95  in  1953.  The  rate  per  thousand  of  the  population  is 
15.27.  When  the  Registrar  General ys  Area  Comparability  Factor  for 
births  (1*31)  is  applied  to  this  figure,  the  Standardised  Birth  Rate 
is  20.00  for  this  District  compared  with  15.2  for  England  and  Wales© 

Stillbirths .  There  were  no  stillbirths  during  1954. 

Illegitimate  Births.  There  was  1  illegitimate  birth  in  the  District 
cTurXng  the  ye  ar^  corn  pared  with  8  in  1953. 

Maternal  Mortality.  No  maternal  deaths  were  recorded  during  the  year. 

Infant  Mortality.  No  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  were 

FeobrcleRT durlng'TJh e  year. 


o  ■>* 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b30143421 


MORTALITY  TABLE 


Classified  in  accordance  with  36  headings  Based 
on  the  Abbreviated  List  of  the  International 
Statistical  Classifications  of  Diseases, Injuries 
and  Causes  of  Death,  1948 


Cause  of  Death 


Male  Female  Total 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  other 
Syphilitic  disease 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  infections 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Measles 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 
Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 
Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Leukaemia,  aloukaemia 
Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

Hypertension  with  heart  ‘disease 

Other  heart  disease 

Other  circulatory  disease 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

C  ongeni t  a 1  ma 1 f or ma t i on s 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

All  other  accidents 

Suicide 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


1 


1 

CMN 

1 


1 


1 

1 

1 

2 


1 

9 

5 

M 

1 


I 


1 

•w 

4 

1 

2 

0WJ 


4 

1 

M 

9 


1 

1 


two 

3V 

Sri 


1 


ItJ 


1 


1 

1 

1 

1 


5 

10 


14 


1 

1 


1 


4 

1 

3 


28 


23 


51 
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SECTION  B 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services 
_ __ _ in  Stratton  Rura 1  Dist riot _ 

GENERAL  MEDICAL  SERVICES. 


General  Practitioners.  The  population  is  provided  with  general 
medical  services  under  Part  4  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act , 1946, 
by  the  General  Practitioners  resident  in  the  District  and  in  adjoining 
Districts  . 

Midwifery  and  Home  Nursing,  Midwifery  Services  in  the  district  are 
pr’ o vi ae d~~by~  ( i")  the  family” doc t or  -  ante  and  post-natal  care  and  home 
confinements.  (ii)  the  County  Council  -  district  midwives*  (iii) 
the  Regional  Hospital  Board  -  hospitals  for  delivery  and  treatment* 

The  County  Council  provides  nurse  midwivos  who  attend  general 
nursing  and  midwifery  cases  in  the  home* 

The  Regional  Hospital  Board  provides  staff  for  an  Ante-Natal 
clinic  held  at  the  Health  Clinic,  Launceston,  for  mothers  who  may  be 
admitted  to  hospital  on  medical  grounds  for  their  confinements. 

Maternity  home  accommodation  is  available,  on  social  grounds, 
for  appropriate  cases ,  Old  Tree  Maternity  Home,  Launceston  is  the 
home  most  used  in  such  circumstances  for  the  Rural  District© 

Health  Visiting*  The  C  unty  Council  continues  to  provide  a  Health 
Visiting  Service.  The  Nurse  Midwives  are  responsible  for  health 
visiting  in  the  District  and  are  specially  trained  in  the  care  of  the 
mother  and  young  child.  They  are  available  to  give  advice  on  health 
matters  in  the  home  or  at  the  Clinic  and  also  act  as  school  nurse® 

Home  Help  Service*  The  Homo  Help  Service  is  provided  by  the  County 
Council  and  there  is  a  local  Home  Help  Organiser  in  Bude  (Miss  O.Adams) 
8  Ocean  View  Road,  to  whom  applications  for  Home  Help  should  be 
addressed. 

Ambulance  Service.  The  County  Council  Is  responsible  for  the 
Ambulance  Service,  the  day  to  day  administration  of  which  Is  carried 
out  from  the  Health  Area  Office,  Launceston. 

Hospital  Car  Services  MUtilcconn  sitting  case  ambulances  are  used 
for  conveying  the  majority  of  sitting  cases  and  when  it  is  appropriate 
some  such  cases  are  carried  by  Hospital  Car  Service^ 

School  Health.  The  County  Council  provides  an  extensive  school 
health  service.  Your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  his  capacity  of 
School  Medical  Officer  carries  out  routine  and  special  examinations 
of  the  children  and  schools  and  immunisation©  The  scheme  for  B&C«G. 
Vaccination  against  tuberculosis  for  susceptible  school  leavers  was 
put  into  operation  in  1954  with  an  excellent  response. 

Infant  Welfare  Centre.  A  fortnightly  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  is  held 
Tn  The  Castle,  Bude*  Your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  in  attendance 
in  his  capacity  as  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer* 

Dental  Clinic©  A  whole-time  School  Dental  Officer  is  based  at 
Launceston  and  he  works  at  the  County  Council  Dental  Clinic  at  The 
Castle,  Bude  on  one  day  each  week. 

. 

Speech  Therapy  Clinic.  The  Speech  Therapist  holds  a  weekly 
clinic  session  at  The  Castle,  Bude  each  Friday  morning. 

Ophthalmic  Clinic.  The  Regional  Hospital  Board  Eye  Specialist  holds 
an  Eye  Clinic  for  school  children  and  children  under  school  ago  at  The 
Castle,  Bude.  This  clinic  is  arranged  as  and  when  a  suitable  number  of 
children  become  available „ 
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Orthopaedic  Clinic .  Also  provided  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board 
at  The  Castle*  Bude  is  an  Orthopaedic  Clinic*  held  weekly. 


Out-patients*  Clinic.  Out-patient  facilities  are  available  at 
Stratton  Cottage  Hospital  for  Medical*  Surgical*  Gynecological* 
and  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  patients*  The  Regional  Hospital  Board 


also  provides  Out-patient  clinics  at  The  Launceston  Hospital  for 
Medical,  Surgical,  Gynecological,  Skin,  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat,  and 
Tuberculosis  patients.  A  Physiotherapy  Clinic  is  held  at  the  South 
Devon  and  East  Cornwall  Hospital,  as  is  also  a  Venereal  Diseases 
Clinic » 


Chronic  Sick.  Accommodation  is  available  for  chronic  sick  cases 
at  St.  Maryi  s'  Hospital,  Launceston,  and  limited  Part  III  accommodation 
is  also  provided  there  for  those  cases  who  come  under  the  care  of  the 
Welfare  Authority  (Cornwall  County  Council)*  The  Bude  Old  PeopleJs 
Home,  which  is  managed  by  a  voluntary  Committee,  provides  accommodation 
for  old  people* 

Hospitals  9  The  Distric  t  is  served  by  Stratton  Cottage  Hospital  and 
patients  are  admitted  to  the  following  hospitals  in  Plymouth  •- 
Prince  of  Wales,  Mount  Gold,  South  Devon  &  East  Cornwall,  Royal 
Albert  (Devonport),  Alexandra  Maternity  and  the  Royal  Eye  Infirmary® 
The  Scott  Isolation  Hospital  admits  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  from 
the  District.  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  requiring  sanatorium  treatment 
are,  as  a  rule,  admitted  to  Didworthy  or  Tehidy  Sanatoria* 

Mental  Health*  Patients  from  the  District  who  require  hospital 
care  and  /  or  treatment  for  mental  illness  are  admitted  either  to 
St.  Lawrence  Hospital,  Bodmin,  Lanival  House,  Bodmin  or  Moorfields 
Hospital,  Ivybridge,  Devon. 

After-care  is  a  function  of  the  County  Council® 

Laboratory  facilities*  The  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Dix*s  Field, 
Exeter,  Is  the  easiest  of  access  from  this  District,  and  it  renders 
valuable  service  towards  the  detection  and  prevention  of  spread  of 
diseases  in  the  Districts 


SECTION 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES . 


WATER®  The  gradual 
wate“r  supplies,  which 
maintained  during  the 


progress  in  the  provision  of ‘main  piped 
has  been  apparent  since  1951,  has  been 
present  year* 


Reasonable  sa bisfactron  may  be  derived  from  the  fact  that  a 
very  considerable  improvement  has  been  effected  in  the  areas 
where  shortage  of  water  previously  occasioned  the  gravest  concern® 


The  present  position  in  the  Council »s  area  is  as  follows 


o  yxi 
O 


The  Parishes  of  Marhamchuroh  and  Pounds took  are  within  the 
Statutory  Water  Area  of  the  Bude-Stratt on  Urban  District  Council. 


pSP hamchurch .  Some  115  houses  comprising  the 

Marhamchuroh  are  supplied  with  water  by  the°Bude- 
District  Council 9 s  main  supply.  The  quantity  is 
the  quality  satisfactory. 


village  of 
Stratton  Urban 
adequate  and 


MlAQ^QUth,  Pounds  took*  The  Widemouth  Main  water 
provided  by  a  Private  Company  who  purchase  the  wat 
the  Bude-Strattcn  Urban  District  Council. 


supply  is 
er  In  bulk  from 


During  the  summer  months  when  the  population  is  considerably 
increased  by  summer  visitors,  the  supply  is  augmented  from  a 


b-?f1enolf  own? d  by  ”'ie  Company®  The  water  from  this  borehole 

although  satisfac t ory^ in  purity,  has,  in  common  with  many  under- 
ground  supplies  in  this  area,  a  high  iron  content,  which  causes 
at  times  some  discolouration. 


A  few  complaints  were  received  from  the  occupants  of  the  small 
number  of  houses  on  the  high  levels  at  Widemouth  during  the  peak 
Ox  the  summer  season  in  regard  to  shortage  ,  but  this  is  due  to 
a  fault  in  the  distribution  system  and  not  to  a  shortage  of  water 
at  the  source® 


101  houses  are  provided  with  a  full  main  supply* 

pjjcLiajp_pt on *  e  third  borehole  which  was  sunk  in  1953  has  now 

been  brought  into  use,  augmenting  the  supply  from  the  two  existing 
boreholes® 

There  has  been  considerable  progress  by  the  house-holders  in 
connecting  their  premises  to  the  main  supply,  58  new  connections 
having  been  made  for  this  purpose.  There  are  at  present 
119  dwellinghouses,  two  schools,  Public  Conveniences  and  Parish 
Hall  provided  with  full  main  supplies,  and  a  further  25  houses 
continue  to  draw  their  supplies  from  standpipes.  Some  27  houses 
continue  to  use  their  own  private  wells. 

The  supply  is  adequate  and,  in  general,  the  quality  of  the  water 
is  satisfactory© 

G-r.ims o ot t ,  Launc ell s  e  The  water  supply  scheme  to  this  hamlet 

wKTcEHwas  completed  Tast  year  has  given  entire  satisfaction.  An 
abundant  supply  is  available  from  the  borehole  and  the  quality 
of  the  water  is  satisfactory. 

23  houses  have  been  connected  to  this  supply  and  6  connections 
have  been  made  for  farm  supplies,, 

St.  Gennys.  In  the  past  year  the  main  supply,  which  is  derived 
from  a"  b or ehole ,  has  been  extended  with  1-J,?  diameter  asbestos 
pipes  a  distance  of  seme  1141  yards  to  Craokington  Haven® 


' 
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The  Council  propose  during  1955  to  augment  this  supply  with 
a  second  borehole ,  and  this  should  ensure  a  fully  adequate 
supply  in  the  summer  months  when  the  demand  is  considerably 
increased  by  the  influx  of  summer  visitors  into  this  area. 

The  second  borehole  would  also  serve  a  useful  purpose  as  a 
reserve  supply  during  the  remainder  of  the  year0 

Water  is  available  for  51  dwellings  and  2  farm  supplies . 

Week  St,  Mary.  A  tender  for  £9297  from  Messrs,  E .Dennis  &  Son 
was  accepted  for  the  laying  of  1325  yards  of  4 11  and  3n  diameter' 
spun  iron  mains,  the  construction ’ of  overhead  storage  reservoir, 
pumping  plant  and  treatment  works,  for  the  village  of  Week  St. 
Mary.  This  scheme  has  reached  an  advanced  stage  of  construction. 

The  water  is  to  be  derived  from  a  borehole  which  was  sunk  in  1950 e 

Woodford,  Morwenstow„  The  village  of  Woodford  is  provided  with 
a  main  pipe  supplyTThe  yield  of  the  borehole  and  the  quality  of 
the  water  have  continued  to  be  satisfactory* 

33  dwellings  and  4  farms  receive  a  full  main  supply  from  this 
s  ource • 

Bangors,  Pounds took.  The  main  water  supply  scheme  derived  from 
a  borehole,  which  was  completed  last  year  to  supply  the  Council 
Housing  Estate  at  Bangors,  has  been  extended  a  further  distance 
of  some  600  yards  during  the  year  under  review  through  the 
existing  hamlet,  including  the  school  and  Parish  hall.  The  supply 
is  adequate  and  the  purity  of  the  water  satisfactory.  The  iron 
contained  in  the  water  is,  however,  responsible  for  some  dis¬ 
colouration  in  the  hot  water  systems  to  the  dwellinghouses 0 
21  dwellings,  school,  Parish  hall,  Sunday  school  and  two  farms 
are  supplied  from  this  source. 

Generally.  Supplies  have  been  improved  to  a  number  of  isolated 
farms  by  the  sinking  of  boreholes,  but  in  general 'the  remainder 
of  the  district  is  dependent  on  wells  and  springs© 

Plumbo^S olvenoy.  None  of  the  piped  supplies  in  my  Council *s 

area  have  a  plumb o- s ol vent  action. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


The  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  arrangements  in  the 
district  are  as  follows 

Morwenst ow .  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  schemes  are  provided 
in  the  hamlets  of  Shop,  Woodford,  Woolley  and  Gooseham.  In  the 
case  of  Shop  and  Woodford  respectively,  only  partial  treatment 
is  provided  at  the  Sewage  Works c 


UOJ.IOIUU  -L  vx 


Kilkhampton.  The  new  Sewerage  and  Sewage  i;j.c ^uaaj. 

Hie  village  of  Kilkhampton  has  now  been  completed  at  a  cost  of 
approximately  £23,32’.  The  work  involved  the  construction  of 
1633  yards  of  6n  sewer  and  the  construction  of  purification  works 
consisting  of  detritus  and  screening  chamber,  sedimentation  tank, 
percolating  filter,  humus  tank,  sludge  pumphouse  and  well, 
s 1 ud ge  drying  beds© 


and 


In  addition  to  the  great  improvement  effected  in  the  sanitary 
condition  of  this  village  by  the  provision  of  the  main  scheme, 
there  has  been  a  further  considerable  improvement  in  the 
privately  owned  drainage  systems  to  the  individual  houses 0 
Existing  unsatisfactory  drains  have  already  been  re-laid  to 
some  85  properties,  and  connected  to  the  new  sewer,  and 


I 


. 


. 


. 


2* 
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47  conversions  from  pail  or  privy  closets  to  water  closets 
been  effected*  in  all  approximately  76%  of  the  houses  in 
village  are  now  provided  with  water  closets e 


have 

this 


Marhamc hur c h 9  The  greater  part  of  the  village  is  sewered* 

My  Council  have  now  decided  to  proceed  very  shortly  with  an 
extension  to  the  existing  sewerage  system  which  will  abolish 
the  unsatisfactory  outfdl  near  the  Duller *s  Arms0 


Whilst  one*  The  hamlet  of  Boot  is  provided  with  a  Sewerage 
ana  S  ewa go  Dis  p cs  al  s  ys  t  em e 


Bangor  s , 


Pounds t  ock* 
this 


is  provided  to 
Estate,  which  Is 


at 


A  sewerage  and  sewage  Disposal  system 
“hamlet  and  also  serves  the  Council *s  Housing 
present  In  course  of  development 


W1 demouth  Bay,  Pounds took*  This  seaside  village  Is  already 

so  we  rb  clT^an  d  it  is  hoped  that  at  some  future  time  it  may  be 
possible  to  improve  on  the  existing  sewage  disposal  system  by 
the  provision  of  a  sea  outfall* 


Treskinnlck  Cross,  Pounds  took*  This  is  a  small  hamlet  which  is 
provided  wTtn"'a  satisfactory  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  scheme® 

Week  St*  Mary®  The  proposed  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 
s clierne  f or  the  village  of  Week  St*  Mary  has  now  been  approved  in 
principle  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government,  and 
it  is  thought  that  it  may  bo  possible  to  invite  tenders  for  the 
carrying  out  of  the  scheme  early  in  the  new  year* 


North  Tamorton.e  There  is  at  North  Tamerton  a  satisfactory 
Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  system  which  serves  the  small 
Housing  Estate,  the  School  and  a  few  adjoining  properties* 

A  scheme  of  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  for  the  small  hamlet 
known  as  Raggett  Hill  is  now  nearing  completion*  The  scheme 
involves  the  extension  of  the  existing  sewer  for  a  distance  of 
146  yards,  and  the  construction  of  a  small  sewage  disposal 
works  consisting  of  settling  tank,  filter  bed,  sludge  drying 
bod,  etc. 

Brockhill  Road,  St*  Gennys ®  Details  of  a  Sewerage  and  Sewage 

disposal  Scheme  estimated  to  cost  £4,234  to  deal  with  the  Brockhil 
Road  properties  In  the  Parish  of  St.  Gennys  have  been  submitted 
to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  and  their  approval 
is  awaited* 

Gr  ims  c  ot  i ,  La  line  ells  *  The  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  scheme 

which  was  constructed  last  year  to  serve  both  the  Council* s  new 
Housing  Estate  and  trie  existing  hamlet  is  functioning 
sat is fact  or ily* 


New  drains  have  been  provided  to  all  properties  in  the  hamlet 
and  in  most  cases  the  existing  pail  or  privy  closets  have  been 
converted  to  water  closets. 


R ITERS  AND  STREAMS,  No  complaints  regarding  pollution  have 
’Been  received  during  the  year* 

C  L  OS  ET  ACC  OMM  QDAT I  ON .  In  consequence  of  the  Councils 

energetic  policy  in  providing  all  their  villages  and  hamlets 
with  sewerage  systems,  and  of  the  private  owners1  dislike  of 
pail  closets  in  the  case  of  isolated  houses,  the  pail  closet 
and  privy  are  rapidly  disappearing  from  the  district* 

It  is  satisfactory  to  report  that  during  the  year  65  conversions 
from  pail  or  privy  closets  to  water  c]  osets  have  been  effected* 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING,  Three  refuse  dumps  are  provided  by  the 
Council  at  Woolley,  Morwenstow,  Herdacott  Lane,  Kilkhampton  and 
at  Pounds took  respectively,  which  serve  the  whole  of  the  Council 
area. 

Refuse  Collection  is  undertaken  in  all  Parishes  as  set  out 
hereunder  j- 


PARISH 


DATE  OP  COLLECTION 


M  or  wens  tow  0 
Kilkhampton 

Stibb,  Kilkhampton. 

Launcells 

Marhamchurch 

Week  St.  Mary 
Whit st one 
North  Tamerton 
St.  Gennys 
Jacobs  tow 
Widemouth  Bay 
Pounds t  ock 


Last  Saturday  in  each  month. 

Each  Saturday  from  June  to  September® 
Fortnightly  from  October  to  May. 

Second  Saturday  in  each  month. 

First  Saturday  in  each  month. 

Each  Monday  from  May  to  October. 
Fortnightly  from  November  to  April. 

First  Friday  in  each  month. 

i?  i?  u  it 

t»  !?  !?  »! 

Last  Thursday  in  each  month. 

First  Tuesday  in  each  month* 

Each  Monday. 

Each  Monday  from  June  to  September 
Fortnightly  from  October  to  May. 


PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES.  Public  Conveniences  are  provided  by  the 
Council  at  Widemouth  Bay,  Kilkhampton  and  Crackington  Haven 
respectively*  and  during  the  year  Public  Conveniences  have  been 
erected  in  the  village  of  Marhamchurch. 

SHOPS,  The  small  shops  found  in  this  district  are  reasonably 
maintained* 

CAMPING  SITES. 


Number  of  sites  in  respect  of  which  licences  have 
been  issued  under  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT .  No  action  has  been  necessary. 

SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS.  N  one  * 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS.  No  action  necessary. 

SCHOOLS.  During  the  year  the  existing  pail  closets  at  North 
Tamerton  School  have  been  converted  to  water  closets,  and  the 
water  supply  improved. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  County  Education  Authority  will  soon  bo  in 
a  position  to  carry  out  similar  conversion  schemes  to  their 
schools  at  Pounds took,  Grimscott  and  Kilkhampton,  as  in  all 
cases  water  supply  and  sewerage  facilities  have  been  made 
available  by  this  Council. 
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SECTION  D. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS 

OT’1rc6ut^10  ^ouno^^2s  Housing  programme  began  in  1945, 

^o5  houses  have  been  completed  and  a  further  8  are  under 
construction. 


Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  1954  ............ 

by  the  Local  Authority  . 

By  other  persons  .  ...  .  ..........  „  . ........ 


Inspection  of  Dwellinghouses  during  the  year  : 

Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts) 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  « •  <>  • 


Number  of  dwellinghouses  (included  under 
sub-head  (l))which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations  1925 


Him* 


Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 


Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a  state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation  . . 


Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of  this  e 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  fit  for  human 
habitation  . . . . . . . . 

Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service 
of  formal  noticeT  '  “ - 


24 

16 

8 


253 

253 


23 


23 

5 


158 


Number  of  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 
of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
officers  . . . . 

o«e«o«oo« 

Action  under  Statutory  pew  ers  during  the  year 


(a)  Proceedings  under  Section  9,  lo  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936 

(1)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ,„9e  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notice 


(a)  by  Owners  . .  Nil 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in 

default  of  Owners  . . . .  . ,  .  Nil 


(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect 

oi  which  notices  were  served  requiring 

defects  to  be  remedied  . .  . . .  17 


(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which 

defects  were  remedied  after  service  cf 


formal  notices 

(a)  by  Owners  . . . .  14 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in 

default  of  Owners  . .  2 
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(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act  1936 

(1)  Humber  of  dwellinghouses  represented 

under  Section  11  . •  • . . .  4 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect 

of  which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ......  2 

(3)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  .  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit 

by  Owner . . . .  .  . . .  . .  Nil 

(5)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  where  undertakings 

not  to  relet  at  end  of  present  tenancy  were 
accepted  from  the  Owner  ....... .  1 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under¬ 
ground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  made  . . .  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under¬ 
ground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Order's  were  determined  the  tenement  or 

room  having  been  rendered  fit  . . .  Nil 

(e)  Proceedings  under  Sections  25  and  26  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936 

(1)  Number  of  houses  dealt  with  under 

Section  25  . . . .  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  Clearance  Orders  made  under 

Section  26  . . .  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  families  living  in  Clearance  Areas  Nil 
Hous ing  Act,  1936  -  Part  IV  -  Overcrowding. 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year  . . . . .  Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  .  Nil 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  .......  Nil 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  reported  during  the 

y  e  a  r  .o.a..so«o09oooooo.oaaeo.o....eo..oe.  N  1  1 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  . . . . .  Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases.  Nil 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling 
houses  have  again  become  overcrowded  after 
the  local  Authority  have  taken  steps  for 

the  abatement  of  overcrowding  .  Nil 
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SECTION  E 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Pood 


( a )  Milk  Supply o 


Tlioro  are  no  "Distributors"  within  the  meaning 
01  the  Regulations  in  the  Council >s  area. 

Tno  supervision  of  milk  production,  therefore, 
is  the  primary  responsibility  of  the  Ministry 
or  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 


(b)  Moat  and  other  Foods, 


It  u  VVM.JL-  uiioi-w  wore  j_i.  siaup 

houses,  generally  of  poor  construction,  in  use 
m  the  district*  In  conformity  with  the 
National  policy,  these  were  closed  down  when 

menu  rationing  was  commenced* 


Prior  to  the  de-control  of  meat,  which  took 
place  in  July  1954,  the  Council  adopted  a 
minimum  standard  of  construction  for  slaughter¬ 
houses  for  the  District.  In  consequence  two 
slaughterhouses,  which  serve  only  three  small 
firm*-*  of  butchers,  have  been  re— opened,  and 
extensive  reconstruction  of  those  buildings 
took  place  before  the  licences  were  re~issueda 
S..nce  that  time  they  have  been  well  maintained. 
The  remainder  of  the  meat  supply  for  this  area 
is  drawn  from  towns  surrounding  the  Rural 
Dis  trict  0 


A  nummary  of  carcases  inspected  and  condemned 
is  set  out  hereunder 


N umber  killed  (if  known) 

Number  inspected 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
Whole  carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 
Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
Tuberculos  is 


Bovines  Calves  Sheep  Pigs 

and 

Lambs 


94 

mm 

106 

68 

94 

106 

68 

- 

- 

- 

- 

47 

mm 

46 

5 

50% 

43i% 

rjl.cs/ 
< 2  7° 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 
Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 


' 


. 


. 
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Summary  of  food  condemned  ; 


26  bovine  livers 
46  sheep  livers 
5  pigs  livers 
3  pigs  heads 
2  bovine  hearts 
5  bovine  lungs 
55  lbs  .  perk 
118g-  lbs  o  beef 

8  6-lb,  tins  ox  tongues. 


Bakehouses  have  been  inspected  and  are  well  kept. 

-at No  action  required 
an(3-  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Foods 


( © )  Nutrition 
(f)  Shell-fish 


No  action  required. 

No  action  required. 

Bo  beds  in  the  district. 


1*  No»  of  food  premises  in  the  area 


Butchers  6 
Grocers  17 
Bakers  2 
Cafes  5 


Licensed  premises  6 

2.  Premises  registered  under  SecU  on  14  of  the  Foods 
and  Drugs  Act:- 

Preparation  or  manufacture  of  sausages  3 

Manufacture  or  sale  of  Ice  cream  9 

Dairies  registered  under  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  Regulations  1949  jm 

3.  Number  of  inspections  of  registered  food 

premises  pe 


4*  New  educational  activity 

5.  Method  of  disposal  of  condemned  food 

6.  Consignments  of  food  condemned 


Nil 

Burial  or  burning 
Nil 


. 
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Prevalence  of,  and.  Control  over, 
Infectious  and  other  Diseases 


Smallpox  Wo  case  was  reported  during  the  year.  The  false 

sense  of  security  engendered  hy  continued  freedom  from  Smallpox 
has  made  parents  careless  of  having  their  children  vaccinated  in 
infancy,  yet  air  travel  has  made  the  danger  of  the  introduction 
of  this  disease  into  the  country  greater  than  ever  before. 

42  primary  vaccinations  were  carried  out  during  the  year,  a  slightly 
higher  figure  than  in  1953,  but  still  by  no  means  satisfactory,/" 

Diphtheria .  No  cases  were  recorded  during  the  year.  Primary 
Immunisation  was  completed  in  85  children  during  the  year,  41  of 
these  being  protected  with  the  combined  vaccine  against  whooping 
cough  and  diphtheria© 

Measles .  No  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 

Whooping  Cough.  14  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  A  significant 
leg re e  of  protection  against  this  infection  can  be  given  by 
immunisation  and  an  increasing  number  of  parents  are  taking  advantage 
of  this  procedure  which  is  normally  carried  out  by  moans  of  a  combined 
vaccine  which  also  contains  the  diphtheria  prophylactic. 

Acute  _  Poliomyelitis .  No  cases  of  Poliomyelitis  were  notified  in 
TTTe  district  during  1954.  The  incidence  of  this  disease  was 
generally  low  throughout  the  country. 


Food  Poisoning  .  No  cases  were  reported  during  1954. 
Tuberculosis • 


Cases  on  Register  31.12.53 

No.  of  cases  notified 
during  1954 

Cases  restored 
Inward  Transfers 
Cases  removed 


Males 

Pul,  Non. Pul. 


Females 

Pul.  Non. Pul. 


10 


3 


2 

3 


2 

1 


Cases  on  Register  31.12.54 


9 


6 


No  action  was  found  to  be  necessary  under  the  Public  Health 
(Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  In  connection  with 
persons  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  employed  in  the  milk 
trade,  or  under  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  which 
deals  with  the  compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  persons  suffering 
from  Tuberculosis, 

The  Regional  Hospital  Board  is  responsible  for  treatment  of 
Tuberculosis  patients  and  the  County  Council  for  the  prevention  of 
spread  of  the  disease  and  after-care  of  the  patients. 

Out-patients  and  contacts  are  seen  by  the  Chest  Physician  (Dr.Mellor) 
at  the  Chest  Clinic  at  Launceston  Hospital.  The  County  Council 
Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor  attends  the  Clinic,  follows  up  the  patients 
in  their  homes,  traces  contacts  and  sources  of  infection  and  thus 
acting  as  a  most  valuable  and  essential  "liaison  officer"  between  the 
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curative  and  preventive  services,  bridges  a  most  alarming  gap3 

Bo  C.  G*  Vaccination  continues  to  be  offered  to  all  susceptible 
contacts  of  known  cases 0  In  1954  74  persons  were  protected  by 

this  means  in  Health  Area  No*  6* 

During  the  year,  the  scheme  for  B*C *G* Vaccination  of  susceptible 
school  leavers  was  put  into  operation  by  the  County  Council  with 
an  excellent  response*  It  is  a  long  term  scheme,  however,  with 
a  five-year  follow  up  period,  and  it  will  not  be  possible  to 
assess  the  results  fully  for  some  time* 
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SECT ION  Q 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration 
■S—  -j^e  Factories  A ct ?  1957  for  the  year  1954 


FACTORIES  ACTS.  193V  and  1948 

1. 

Number 

Inspections  Notices 

Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

25 

16 

25 

16 

2. 

Crses  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number 

Referred  by  H*M« 
Inspect  or , 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

2 

2 

Fact or ie s  Ac t ,  1957 

Classified  List  of  Registered  Factories 
as  at  3.1st  December  1954 0 


Nature  of  employment 

1*  Carpentry,  Joinery  and 
Sawmills 

2.  Garages,  Repair  shops  and 
Engineers 
Plumbers 

Food  Manufacturers 
Wearing  Apparel 
(a)  Outfitting 


Power  Non* power 


2 

10 

3 

1 


2 

6 

2 


< 
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TABLE  I 


TUBERCULOSIS . 

Age  and  Sex  Distribution  of  Cases  and  Deaths, 


1954 


Age  Groups 


0  - 
1  - 
5  - 

15  - 
2  0  *” 

25  « 

35  - 
45  ~ 

55  - 
65  - 

65  and  over 
Age  unknown 


New  Cases 


Deaths 


Pulmonary  Other  Pulmonary  Other 
M.  F*  M.  Fo  Mv  F®  M.  F# 

«  **0  M  M  CM  r«  M 


(AJ 


o* 


OO  M 


co  am 


fmm  n» 


tn 


ato 


nsn 


c« 
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TABLE  II 
VITAL  STATISTICS . 


Year 

Estimated 

Population 

Summary  for  previous 

BIRTHS 

years 

DEATHS 

Under  1  year 

All 

ages 

!z! 

o 

0 

[ 

Crude  Rate* 

No* 

Infant 

Mortality 

Rate 

o 

O 

525 

Crude 

Death 

Rate 

1948 

5,  09  0 

96 

18.86 

5 

52.8 

71 

13  *95 

1949 
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TABLE  IV 


Notifications  of  Infectious  Disease  in 


MENINGOCOCCAL  INFECTION 


' 


■ 


TABLE  V 


IMMUNISATION  IN  RELATION  TO  CHILD  POPULATION 


Number  of  children  at  31st  December  1954  who  had 
completed  a  course  of  Immunisation  at  any  time 
before  that  date  (  i®e»  at  any  time  since 
January  1st  1940  ) 


Age  at  31.12*54 
i.e.born  in  year* 
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1954. 
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Under  15 
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course  of 
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Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area 
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Bude-Stratton  Urban  District  Ccuncil»s  mains*] 
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New  drains  laid  to  existing  premises  *, . , 

Existing  drains  repaired 
Complaints  received 

Nuisances  abated  . . . 

No.  of  bakehouse  inspections 
Premises  disinfected 

No.  of  inspections  of  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  Works  .] 
Camping  sites  ...... 

Offensive  trades  .. 
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